There is currently worldwide concern about a loss of pollinating insects, with wild species being adversely affected by habitat destruction and managed honey bees decreasing in number because of the global spread of bee pests and diseases such as the varroa mite (Varroa destructor Anderson & Trueman). There have been no recent studies to determine whether New Zealand, like other countries, is suffering from a decline in pollinators.
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White clover, Trifolium repens L., is the most abundant insectpollinated flowering agricultural plant in New Zealand, with the greatest economic value. The last major studies on clover pollination in New Zealand pastures were published over 20 years ago and focussed on South Island pastures with emphasis on honey bee and bumble bee pollination (Palmer-Jones et al., 1962; Forster, 1974; Pearson, 1985) . With the recent spread of varroa throughout the North Island and its discovery in the South Island in 2006, the mechanisms and efficiency of white clover pollination in pastures may be in the process of significant change. Recent unpublished studies in the South Island identified only honey bees, bumble bees and native bees as important pollinators of white clover grown for seed (Howlett, pers. comm.) . Lasioglossum spp., Leioproctus vestitus (Howlett, pers. comm.) and Leioproctus pango (Donovan, pers. comm.) are currently the only documented native bee species readily visiting white clover florets, with L. vestitus likely to be an efficient pollinator (Walker, pers. comm.) . L. vestitus occurs throughout New Zealand (Donovan, 2007) , but the few documented observations of it visiting white clover have been in South Island pastures (Palmer-Jones et al., 1962; Quinn, 1984) . Lasioglossum cognatum, L. sordidum and L. pango have previously been observed foraging on white clover (Donovan, 2007) . Leioproctus imitatus was a commonly-trapped species near Auckland, but it has not been recorded as a pollinator of white clover. There is also no record of L. paahaumaa foraging on white clover; it is possible the Auckland-trapped specimens had been attracted to the pasture by flowers of the lesser hawkbit, since other records suggest a preference for Asteraceae (Donovan, 2007) . Neither L. boltoni nor L.
metallicus has been observed foraging on T. repens (Donovan, 2007) and these two species were rare at the Auckland site.
The abundance of native bees was not consistent over the study period, suggesting their emergence and/or their preference for foraging in such pastures might be confined to relatively brief periods of time, compared to honey bees. Certainly most New Zealand native bee species seem to have evolved so that their flight periods coincide with the flowering of nectar-and pollen-bearing native plants (Donovan, 2007) . The timing of some of our observations suggests support for there being species-and sometimes sex-specific flight periods for some New Zealand native bee species (Donovan, 2007) . 
